
Example 5: Evaluating a Personal Essay 
on Identity

Introduction


Introduce the author and the essay’s central theme of self and 
belonging.


Mention the narrative tone and the use of reflection as the main device.


End with a thesis stating that the essay uses personal storytelling, 
vulnerability, and tone shifts to explore identity and growth.

Body Paragraph 1 (Pathos)


Analyze how personal memories and sensory detail evoke empathy and 
recognition.


Note how emotional honesty deepens reader connection.

Body Paragraph 2 (Ethos)

Explain how the writer’s transparency and self-critique build credibility.


Discuss how the balance between pride and doubt creates authenticity.

Body Paragraph 3 (Logos)


Show how organized reflection and transitions make the narrative 
coherent.


Explain how the essay’s structure turns emotion into thoughtful 
commentary.

Conclusion


Restate the thesis in a reflective tone that captures growth.


Reflect on how personal truth becomes a universal insight for readers.


