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Should Voting Be Mandatory in Democratic Countries?

In a democracy, people are meant to have a voice in how things are run. Voting is the tool that
gives them that voice. Still, a large number of citizens choose not to use it. That brings up a
serious question: should voting be something people are required to do?

When voting is mandatory, more people tend to show up. That alone can change the outcome of
an election. In many places, certain groups consistently vote in lower numbers. These often
include younger voters, working-class communities, and people who feel disconnected from
politics. If everyone were required to participate, the results would reflect a broader range of
views. It wouldn’t just be the most engaged or privileged groups deciding how the country
moves forward.

Representation works better when more people are involved. Elected leaders tend to listen most
closely to those who vote. When turnout is low, large parts of the population can be left out of
the conversation entirely. But if voting became a shared responsibility, officials would have to
pay attention to more perspectives. This could lead to policies that serve a wider mix of people,
not just the ones who speak the loudest.

Participation also affects how much people trust the system. When the majority of citizens take
part in an election, the results feel more fair. Even if someone’s candidate loses, they are still part
of the process. That makes it easier to accept the outcome. Low turnout often leads to questions
about legitimacy. High turnout helps avoid that, because the winner clearly reflects a national
decision, not a partial one.

Some argue that making voting mandatory crosses a line. They believe choosing not to vote is

part of personal freedom. But there are already basic duties that come with living in a democratic
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society. Citizens follow laws, pay taxes, and in some places, serve on juries. Voting is part of that
same idea. It’s a small action that supports the bigger system everyone depends on. And in
countries where voting is already required, people still live freely and speak their minds.
Democracy depends on people showing up. When more voices are included, the government
becomes more responsive, the laws become more balanced, and the system gains strength.
Making voting a legal duty might seem like a bold step, but it’s one that supports the foundation

of democratic life. If everyone has a say, everyone is more likely to be heard.



