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The Question That Wouldn’t Sit Still

It began in history class with a simple question: How did maps shape what people believed about
the world? The textbook showed clear outlines of continents, each labeled and shaded, yet
something felt incomplete. Who decided where those borders ended? What stories disappeared

once lines replaced landscapes?

That question stayed with me after school. I borrowed an old atlas from the library and flipped
through its worn pages. Each map looked slightly different. Rivers curved into new shapes.
Cities carried unfamiliar names. Islands appeared and vanished between editions. It struck me

that each version represented someone’s idea of truth, not an absolute picture of reality.

The thought pushed me deeper. I started reading about early mapmakers and the choices they
made. Many worked under kings or merchants, drawing coastlines and trade routes according to
need or imagination. Some placed their own cities at the center of the world. Others filled
unknown spaces with sea creatures and notes about storms. Each detail revealed how knowledge

and perspective depend on purpose.

Over time, I connected that interest to modern tools. I began experimenting with digital mapping
software, comparing official zoning maps with personal stories from people in my neighborhood.
Those projects showed how data can describe space, but human memory can redefine it. When I
layered both together, I saw how policy and experience often tell different versions of the same

place.
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This kind of learning felt alive. It mixed research, design, and empathy. Building digital maps
required coding, analysis, and conversations with residents who carried decades of knowledge.
Every new skill grew naturally from that first question, guiding me toward fields that join

information with interpretation.

As I look toward college, I want to study urban studies or digital humanities. Courses in spatial
analysis, history, and community research would let me keep exploring how maps record power,
memory, and identity. I’'m especially drawn to programs that connect classroom learning with

local projects, where students gather real stories and turn them into insight.

That first question never faded. Each time I open a map, I search for what hides between the

lines. The spaces left blank remind me that curiosity begins where certainty ends.
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