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The Robot That Wouldn’t Move

The motor clicked, then stopped. No light blinked. No wheel turned. Our robot sat frozen on the

classroom table, silent after six weeks of planning. The competition started in two days.

I stared at the tangle of wires, convinced one wrong connection had shut the whole system down.
My partner flipped through code on her laptop, scrolling line after line for errors. We tried

resetting the sensors, swapping ports, checking power. Nothing changed.

Instead of staying stuck at the table, I walked to the whiteboard and listed every possible cause.
We tested each one, marking them off as we went. The process slowed us down, but it gave
structure to the panic. When nothing worked, I decided to start from the base, unplugging and

rebuilding the frame piece by piece. It felt risky, but leaving it untouched would have meant

giving up.

By midnight, the room grew quiet. My partner rewrote sections of the program while I adjusted
gear alignment. A small spark of movement caught our eyes. One wheel turned half a rotation. It
wasn’t much, but it meant the system still lived. We followed that sign, tracing each response

until the robot rolled forward in a straight line.

The next morning, we ran a full test. The machine completed every command: move, turn, stop,
lift. Watching it follow our instructions felt less like victory and more like understanding. We

hadn’t fixed one part; we had rebuilt the logic that connected all of them.
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That night taught me what real problem-solving looks like. It’s not about quick answers. It’s
about staying patient enough to break a complex issue into small, clear steps. The method
mattered more than the outcome. Every decision created a record of thought, proof that

persistence builds clarity.

In college, I want to study mechanical engineering with a focus on automation and design. The
same curiosity that pushed me through that project now drives my interest in systems that blend
precision with adaptability. Research labs that explore robotics and sustainable technology
appeal to me most. I’'m drawn to programs that let students test, rebuild, and refine ideas until

they work in real conditions.

When I think back to that frozen robot, I see more than a project. I see a moment where
frustration turned into focus, and failure became a guide. That small shift in mindset changed

how I approach every challenge that follows.
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